The most important anniversary in the believers’ calendar is approaching — the
anniversary of Yeshua’s death and resurrection. Though many may celebrate Jesus’ birth
annually in the Christmas traditions, that memorial is man-ordained and without biblical
significance. But the anniversary of Jesus’ death and resurrection is precisely known.
Jesus is the true Passover Lamb, and by God’s decree, His death occurred on the 14™ day
of Nisan, the day when Israel would be remembering the slaying of the first Passover
lambs that heralded their deliverance from slavery. Every Passover lamb killed in Egypt
and every memorial Passover lamb through all the centuries pointed to the One True
Passover Lamb who would deliver Israel and the nations from an otherwise eternal
slavery into the freedom of the kingdom of God. Jesus’ resurrection three days later was
the ultimate victory over man’s enemy and the proclamation of life for all who would
receive God’s Lamb. Passover is therefore the most significant season in the believer’s
calendar.

The anniversary date can be remembered with absolute accuracy. It occurs
annually on the 14" day of Nisan (also called Abib) of the biblical calendar. This year
that day arrives on the evening of the 8" of April on our Roman calendar - the
anniversary night of the Passover and the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Since the new moon is the first day of the lunar month, and this day occurs on the
14" day of the month, there will always be a full moon. God planned it that way so that
there would be light in the sky for Israel’s deliverance, and light each year for the
anniversary celebration.

Put this date into your calendar. Invite friends to your home/ apartment/ dorm
room. Read portions of Exodus 12 and the corresponding scriptures about Jesus’ last
meal and about His death. Pay attention to the details. The lamb was selected on the 10"
day of the month (equivalent in the life of Jesus to what we call “Palm Sunday”). The



lamb had to be perfect, no blemishes, no flaws. It was to be inspected carefully before the
sacrifice could be made, just as Jesus was carefully examined during the days leading up
to the slaughter. Remember the blood-stained doors, and the salvation of every firstborn
son. Remember the blood-stained doors. We are a community of firstborn sons (see
Hebrews 12:23) who have been spared death.

Imagine yourself in the scene on the day when the Eternal Passover Lamb died,
when darkness descended on the land, when the earth shook, when the thick veil of the
Temple ripped open from top to bottom, when graves were opened and some who had
lived holy lives were resurrected and made their appearance.

Eat unleavened bread to symbolize the readiness with which we are to live, ready
to depart at any moment with no time left even for the bread to rise. Get the Passover
wine, the cup Yeshua took with His small band of closest friends. Remember and
celebrate your own exodus from slavery. Tell His story and tell your own stories. And be
sure to take time to look at the moon. It is a night of remembrance.

If you would like a more elaborate celebration together, you may want to get a
“Hagaddah” (the telling) and have your own home “Seder” (order).

For those of you who would like a larger congregational meal of remembrance
together, Caleb Company and Kol Dodi (Ken Alpren is their ‘pastor’) are co-hosting a
Passover Seder in the Belmont Church fellowship hall. Thursday evening April 9, 2009
at 6:00PM. Cost wil be $25.00 per adult, $15.00 Age 10-14; $7.50 Age 5-9, 0-5 no
charge...... Call 615-256-2123, extension 224, for reservations or purchase tickets at

one of the Belmont assemblies or through Kol Dodi.



